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Why Poverty MattersWhy Poverty Matters
How How WEWE  Can Matter MoreCan Matter More

Understand the potential negative impact of financial poverty on brain development and school and
life success.

Redefine poverty as the absence of any resource (financial, socio-emotional, physical, cognitive, or
spiritual) that creates barriers to school and life success. 

Take away authentic strategies for removing barriers that emerge when resources are absent.

Funding provided by Indian River County Children’s Services Advisory Committee and PNC.



Tammy Pawloski grew up in the impoverished 

areas of rural Horry and Allendale counties 

of South Carolina, and, after earning an 

undergraduate degree in early childhood 

education from USC-Aiken, she returned to the 

region to teach kindergarten, first, fourth and 

fifth grades. Pawloski earned the Ph.D. from 

the University of South Carolina and currently 

holds a dual appointment of Professor of Early 

Childhood Education and Director of the Center 

of Excellence to Prepare Teachers of Children 

of Poverty at Francis Marion University.  Prior to 

joining the faculty of FMU, she served in a similar 

capacity on the Columbia, Aiken, Salkehatchie, 

and Beaufort campuses of USC, and at Ventura 

College and Pepperdine University in Southern California.  In addition to her work 

with under-resourced students, Dr. Pawloski’s research interests include the science 

of learning, family, school, and community partnerships, and best practices in early 

childhood education.
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Professor of Education

Director, Center of Excellence to Prepare Teachers of Children of Poverty

Francis Marion University
P. O. Box 100547

Florence, SC  29502

843.661.1475 (office)   843.260.8729 (cell)
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one from being one’s best and most successful self.  

determined by one’s experiences and environment, areas 

our learners’ days, August through June.  

firestorms in our students’ brains that lead to new neural 

we can literally change students’ brains in big and 

students’ brains and must make take full advantage of this 
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Coaching for
   Early Educators

CCoonnttaacctt  AA  CCooaacchh  TToo  GGeett  SSttaarrtteedd!!
ChildcareResourcesIR.org/coach . 772-567-3202 ext. 114

Collaborate with an experienced educator:
• Build on your strengths as a teacher or director
• Work towards your classroom or school goals
• Strengthen relationships with staff and parents
• Implement ideas from professional development workshops

Funding provided by Indian River County Children’s Services Advisory Committee.

Childcare Resources
2300 Fifth Ave, Ste 149 . Vero Beach, FL 32960

Amanda Gooch is an Educator with 14 years of teaching experience. In addition to a Bachelor’s degree 
in Child Psychology and a Master’s degree in Teaching from the University of South Florida, she holds her 
Florida Childcare Professional Credential Certificate and her Educator Certificate from the State of Florida 
Department of Education. Amanda has completed her Infant and Toddler CLASS Observer certification 
through Teachstone and holds her University of Florida Lastinger Center for Early Learning Coaching 
Certificate. She believes that all children and educators are capable of success, no exceptions!

Todd W. Morrow received a Master of Science in Elementary Education and an Education Specialist 
degree in Leadership and Supervision both from Florida International University. Todd served as a teacher, 
assistant principal, and elementary school principal for 15 years in the Miami-Dade County School District. 
After relocating his family, he joined the Martin County School District where he served as a principal for six 
years. During his tenure he built strong community support and a lasting record of school-wide academic 
achievement. Todd Morrow has been recognized as a Principal of the Year by Citizen’s Crime Watch of 
Miami-Dade County and as Principal of the Year by City Year. Todd is a certified CLASS Pre-K Observer and 
is working with Childcare Resources as an Early Childhood Education Coach assisting childcare providers 
throughout Indian River County.



Want to know more?
Visit ChildcareResourcesIR.org/advance
Email Stephanie Harmody: Stephanie@ChildcareResourcesIR.org
Email Elizabeth Swann: ESwann@ChildcareResourcesIR.org

Early Educators:
Need help taking your next step?

Unsure about the financial 
cost of higher education?

The Higher Education Program 
can also help you navigate 
Florida’s Teacher Education and 
Compensation Helps (T.E.A.C.H.) 
program, helping to pay for your 
credential or degree, reducing or 
eliminating your cost.

Stay on track with our mentorship program!

New to teaching? Have 
years of experience?
Take the next step in your 
career by earning:

• Florida Child Care 
Professional Credential 
(FCCPC)

• Director’s Credential
• A.S. in Early Childhood 

Education
• B.S. in Early Childhood 

Education
• M.Ed. in Curriculum and 

Instruction, Concentration: 
Early Childhood Education 
Leadership

 Childcare Resources

Higher
Education
Program

• Get one-on-one support with registration and 
financial aid.

• Meet with other local early educators in a 
supportive cohort.

• Participate in weekly study halls to help you 
succeed.

• Attend special program-exclusive events.

Partner Schools Include:

Funding provided byFunding provided by
Indian River County Children’s Indian River County Children’s 
Services Advisory Committee.Services Advisory Committee.



Childcare Resources is a nonprofit organization 
offering childcare tuition assistance to qualifying 
families in Indian River County. To qualify for the 
program, parents/guardians must:

Is the cost of childcare 
taking a toll on your 
budget?

work full-time, attend school full-time, or a 
combination of work and school equaling 
full-time (at least 30 hours per week)*

live in Indian River County

meet the income eligibility requirements** 
below

*Registered students must provide proof of enrollment
**Income verification may be waived for full-time students

Family Wellness Resources
All students are assessed twice 
each year

Physical. occupational, and speech 
therapies are available at all sites

On-site wellness nurse

High-Quality Early Education
Education-based classrooms for 
students 6 weeks through 5 years

All program sites are accredited by 
the National Association for the Ed-
ucation of Young Children (NAEYC)

Family Support
Parent education meetings on 
early childhood education and 
development

Clothing closet for growing 
children 

Number in 
Household Household Income

2 $29,580 - $41,412

3 $37,290 - $52,206

4 $45,000 - $63,000

5 $52,710 - $73,794

6 $60,420 - $84,588

For more information, please call 772-567-3202 or 
visit ChildcareResourcesIR.org.

Funding Provided By
Indian River County
Children’s Services
Advisory Committee



ChildcareResourcesIR.org | 2300 Fifth Avenue, Suite 149 Vero Beach, FL 32960 | 772-567-3202

Childcare Resources Mission: 
To elevate and promote the highest quality early childhood 

development and education in Indian River County, focusing on 

economically challenged children and families.

Thank you!Thank you!


